Situated on a knoll
overlooking Lake Erie, St.
Peter’s Anglican Cemetery is a
portion of 10 acres given by
Mary Patterson Storey who
settled here in 1809. The
cemetery’s first burial was in
March of 1825, the grave of
Leslie, son of Leslie and Lydia
Patterson, aged 4 years and
10 months. John Pearce and
Stephen Backus, settlers in
1809 and 1810 respectively,
were amongst the first
cemetery trustees.

In the original part of the
cemetery are the remains of
Colonel Thomas Talbot,
founder of the Talbot
Settlement; George Crane,
the first settler in Dunwich;
and many families who lived
on surrounding farms.

St. Peter's
Cemetery

29625 Lakeview Line,
Wallacetown

Col. Talbot's resting place:
Large raised white granite
slab on grey base, Sacred to
the Memory of the Hon.
Thomas Talbot, Founder of
the Talbot Settlement who
died February 5, 1853 aged 83
years. “Let my soul live, and it
shall praise thee and let thy
judgements help me.” Psalm
CXIX. V. 175
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Sanders/Dempsey
A small white granite column on
a four-tiered base reminds us of
a tragic railway accident in St.
Thomas that claimed the lives of
a mother aged 28 years, her son
aged 5 years 2 days, and her
brother aged 30 years on August
7, 1885 when their buggy was hit
by a train. Anna's husband
Frederick, son of an early settler,
is also buried here. The rail
accident was just 5 weeks in
advance of the one that killed
Jumbo the elephant.

Lilly
On one side is a depiction of a
pathway leading to an open
gate. This symbolizes the “pearly
gates” and passage into heaven.
William A. Lilly, a tailor, was born
in London, England on April 27,
1819 and died October 25, 1876.
His wife Eliza was born July 15,
1819 and died October 27, 1891.
This stone was made by Doggett
& Co. Marble, Granite and Stone
Merchants of St. Thomas who
were in business from 1874 to
the 1950s on the northwest
corner of Elgin and Centre
Streets.

Backus/Pearce
The lillies in each corner may
symbolize innocence, purity,
resurrection and renewal. Lillies
are highly regenerative and have
been described as eternal and
incorruptible. John R. Backus
was born in 1865 and died 1899.
His father, Robert Backus, was
born in 1827 and died 1898.
Jane Pearce, Robert’s wife and
John’s mother, was born in 1835
and died in 1914.

Rally

George MacBeth

Harris

White marble obelisk on
cement base. On the west side
is a cluster of flowers with the
inscription Christo Duce, loosely
translated from Latin to English
as 'Christ the leader.' Flowers
remind us of the beauty of life.
Elizabeth was the wife of the
Rev. W. B. Rally. She died
February 15, 1871 aged 47
years. Their second son,
Charles, died October 28, 1871
aged 21 years. The Reverend
and his family were at St.
Peter’s Anglican Church 1869 –
1871.

White sandstone slab with thistle
design. Thistles represent
endurance, victory, sorrow,
remembrance and in this case
Scottish ancestry. George was a
native of Kildonan,
Sutherlandshire, Scotland and
passed August 20, 1852 aged 53
years. His son, Donald, is also
buried here passing away on July
20, 1851 aged 24 years. Not to
be confused with his son also
named George MacBeth who
inherited much land from
Thomas Talbot.

“A.F. & A.M. – G.R.C.” These
initials stand for Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons. G.R.C. is
Grand Registry of Canada.
Phebe Ann died July 21, 1863
aged 37 years and William 6
days later, leaving behind 3
young children. When Phebe
died, William was heartbroken.
When he didn’t return from a
walk, concerned neighbours put
up a search party and found him
by a brook, most likely having
died from exposure. William was
the first postmaster at
Elliottsville (now Iona).

